
Study Abroad to China – Rapid Urbanization, Labor Migration, and Social 
Challenges 

(TLO) 
 
Faculty Leader: Dr. Albert Loh       
Office: 42/3107  
Telephone: (904) 620-1227 
Email:  cloh@unf.edu  
 
Co-Leader:  Dr. Susan Perez 
Telephone: (904) 620-1612 
Email:  sperez@unf.edu 
  
I.   TEXTBOOKS 
 

➢ Gipouloux, Francois. China’s Urban Century: Governance, Environment and Socio-Economic 
Imperatives, 2016. (Publisher: Edward Elgar Pub) 

➢ Yusuf, Shahid, and Saich, Tony. China Urbanizes: Consequences, Strategies, and Policies, 2008. 
(Publisher: The World Bank)  

➢ Shepard, Wade. Ghost Cities of China: The Story of Cities without People in the World's Most 
Populated Country, 2015. (Zed Books) 

➢ ANY travel guide book of China that covers cities we are visiting 
 
Other Reading list:  

- The Economist articles (available on Canvas) 
 
II.  COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This study abroad course leads students into the specific political and economic settings of China to 
learn about economic and social issues related to the rapid urbanization. Students will learn about the 
phenomenon of a large-scale domestic labor migration, driven by the polarizing imbalance of economic 
opportunities and the growing urban-rural disparity; and how the migration impacted families and 
especially children who were left behind due to the outdated residential registry system. The course 
offers students a framework with rich contextual factors for evaluating economic and labor policies 
related to urbanization and related issues.  
 
 
Learning Objectives:  
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to  

➢ Describe features in the culture, history, custom, social, business, and economic environment in 
China. 

➢ Describe the urban-rural contrasts in China in terms of economic development, living standards, 
cultures, education, and social support mechanism.  

➢ Describe China’s key economic and labor policies related to urbanization. 
➢ Explain the emerging issues surrounding the left-behind children and identify possible causes of 

these issues 
➢ Identify at least three challenges China has been facing during her rapid urbanization and 
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economic development.  
 
III.  COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
Prerequisites:  ANY of the following:  

o ECO2013 (Principles of Macroeconomics) 
o ECO2023 (Principles of Microeconomics) 
o ECO3701 (Contemporary International Economic Issues 
o Permission by instructors. 

 
 
IV.  GRADING 
Students will be graded based on the following activities: 
 

Stage Assignment/Activity % of Final Grade 

Before spring break Attendance and Participation of lectures 10% 

Presentation 10% 

Creating Interview Questions  10% 

During spring break Attendance (per morning and afternoon)  15% 

 Participation in Discussion (per morning and 
afternoon) 

25% 

After spring break Essay  30% 

 
 

Grading Scale: Letter grades will be assigned based on the following scale: 94%~100%=A, 90%~93%=A-, 
87%~89%=B+, 84%~86%=B, 80%~83%=B-, 75%~79%=C+, 70%~74%=C, 60%~70%=D, <60%=F.  
 
 
V.  ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Working together is a wonderful way to learn, and your instructor encourages it. Because of the nature 
of this study abroad, we encourage you to work with others in this class on all assignments, including 
those in which grades are assigned to individuals rather than teams. Discussing your impressions, 
reactions, and observations before, during, and after the study abroad travel will help you to make 
sense of them, as well as help you to become more observant during the progress of the course. 
 
Plagiarism is taking someone else’s work and passing it off as your own. Plagiarism includes taking 
phrases, sentences, or paragraphs from someone else’s writing and using them in your own writing 
without providing true attribution of their source. Avoiding plagiarism, of course, does not mean 
neglecting to conduct solid research. It is appropriate to read what various scholars and experts have 
learned about an issue before you form your own conclusions about it. However, you must ensure that 
you understand the literature. At a minimum, students should rephrase the literature’s content, rather 
than quoting it verbatim. This practice also helps to ensure student understanding of the issue, as you 
cannot write intelligently unless you do know your subject. Another way to avoid plagiarism is to ensure 
that you utilize a large number of sources, so that your knowledge goes beyond that of any particular 
book or article.  
 
The internet now provides students with the opportunity to purchase term papers and other work. 
Turning any paper or project or making a presentation that you did not create is a violation of academic 



integrity. Tools exist for faculty to check whether students have submitted work available on-line. 
 
Regarding these and all other issues of academic integrity, students are also expected to adhere to the 
code of conduct as outlined in the UNF catalog. Anyone caught violating the academic integrity code will 
be disciplined fully. 
 
VI.  ACCOMMODATIONS:  
If you have a disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and may require an 
accommodation or auxiliary aid(s) for the study abroad experience, please contact and register with the 
UNF Disability Resource Center (located in Building 57, Room 1500; phone 620-2769) or visit the DRC’s 
website at http://www.unf.edu/drc/.  

 
Military and veteran students who return from combat exposure may be utilizing the post 9/11 GI bill to 
continue postsecondary education goals and may need both physical and academic accommodations. 
These students should contact the Director of Military and Veterans Resource Center (57/2700) by 
phone (904) 620-5131 or visit the MVRC website at http://www.unf.edu/military-veterans/. Please refer 
to UNF's Student Handbook for more details about both the Disability Resource Center and the Military 
and Veterans Resource Center.  

 
Please note that foreign countries do not have to comply with the public access requirements of the 
ADA and there may be physical or other barriers to equal access in foreign locales (e.g., medical care, 
lodgings, restaurants, businesses and other buildings, services or facilities). Students with disabilities are 
strongly encouraged to research the access and service limitations of the locales to be visited. Further, 
prior to registering for the study abroad program, the student should meet with the responsible 
instructor so that the two can ascertain whether the student will be able to participate in all activities of 
the desired study abroad program or can participate in alternate activities that meet study objectives.  
 
VII.  CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE 
Students are expected to remain polite during classroom and in-country discussions. Even during heated 
debates, you must treat your instructors, classmates and the locals with respect. Violation of this policy 
will result in a reduction of your class participation grade that, if the violation is significant enough, could 
result in a failing grade for the class. For example, you should not make derogatory remarks about your 
classmates’ ideas. Instead, explain why you think they are wrong, backing up your viewpoint with sound 
analysis and refraining from personal attacks. Another example is being quiet while someone else 
(including your instructor!) has the floor. 
 
You may not use cell phones in class. If you bring them to class, the must be turned off. If there is an 
emergency situation that requires you to have an active telephone or pager in class, you must notify the 
instructor in advance that your equipment will be turned on. In such cases, cell phones should be set to 
vibrate, not to sound an alarm. Violation of this policy will result in your being asked to leave the 
classroom for the remainder of the period. Repeated violations will be reported to the appropriate UNF 
authorities and will result in disciplinary action. Analogous guidelines apply to business visits abroad. 
 
 
 
VIII.  TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 
The following table lists topics, required readings, assignments, exams, etc., by date. All reading must be 
completed before next class begins! Be prepared to discuss the material.  
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Schedule  
 

All meetings are mandatory. Some additional, mandatory meetings will be scheduled during the spring 
term in 2020. The location of the meetings is 42/1114 unless. If 42/1114 is unavailable for any meeting, I 
will announce the alternative location a few days before the meeting.  
 

Date Topics to be covered Assignments 

Jan. 10, 2020  1st meeting (1-4pm; 3 hours)  
➢ Self-introduction  
➢ Explanation of course requirements, 

travel arrangement, and schedule  
➢ Health immunization information 
➢ Start Visa application (IMPORTANT) 
➢ Buddy System  

Introduce Yourself on Canvas 

Complete immunization  

 

Read: Economists articles;  

Additional reference: “China 
Urbanizes” 

Jan. 24, 2020 2nd meeting (1-4pm; 3 hours) 
➢ Watch Documentary 
➢ Reflections on assigned reading; Group 

discussion 
➢ Background: Beijing and Chengdu, Sichuan 

 

Research on places we will visit 

 

Read: Economists articles 

Additional reference: “Ghost 
Cities of China” 

Feb. 7, 2020 3rd meeting (1-4pm; 3 hours) 
➢ Corona Virus Update 
➢ Student presentation: Places we will visit  
➢ Lecture: Special Topics in Urban 

Economics (Guest Speaker: TBA)  

 

Read: Economists articles 

Feb. 21, 2020 4th meeting (1-4pm; 3 hours) 
➢ Lecture: Designing questions for 

interviewing left-behind children (Guest 
Speaker: Dr. Perez)  

➢ Lecture: Language Training (Dr. Loh) 

Finalize Interview Questions 

March 6, 2020 5th meeting (1-4pm; 3 hours) 
➢ Topic 1: On the brink of the fall of the last 

Chinese dynasty and the rise of the 
modern China  

Movie and Discussion 

March 13, 2020 6th meeting (9am-4pm; 7 hours) 
➢ Topic 2: Traditional cultures and how it 

looked like in the early years of the new 
China  

➢ Topic 3: Sino-Japanese War (2nd) and why 
it is a scar that has never healed   

Movie/Documentary and 
Discussion 

March 16, 2020 7th meeting (9am-4pm, 7 hours) 
➢ Topic 4: Great Leap Forward, Cultural 

Revolution and the hardship during 40s-
70s 

Movie/Documentary and 
Discussion 



➢ Topic 5: A snapshot of poverty in the 
countryside in the 90s 

March 17, 2020 8th meeting (9am-4pm, 7 hours) 
➢ Topic: The issue of Taiwan  
➢ Topic: Social issues in recent years 

Movie/Documentary and 
Discussion 

April 10, 2020 Essay due   

 
 


